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Bart Bellon® in Nafplion, Greece
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 If  you are a child living in Greece and you are learning 
the history of  your country, you have a lot to learn: Prehistoric 
Greece (Neolithic,  Bronze Age, and Early Iron Age); Ancient 
Greece (Archaic Greece, Classical Greece, Hellonistic Greece, 
Roman Greece); Byzantine Empire (Economic prosperity, 
Artistic revival, Fourth Crusade); Ottoman rule; Modern Greek 
State (World War I and the Greco-Turkish War, World War II, 
Greed Civil War, Postwar recovery and military junta, 
Restoration of  democracy, Economic Crisis). Wow. That’s a lot 
of  history.  But that is part of  the charms of  Greece: the relics of 
history mixing beautifully with the appeal of  the modern city.
 Nafplion is recognized by most Greeks as the most 
beautiful of  all the mainland towns. A few factoids: Nafplion is 
reportedly quite safe, with very few thefts or pickpocketing. The 
town has developed a reputation for the sale of  exquisite worry 
beads made of  amber and corral (can be viewed at Komboloi 
Museum).  There is a beautiful small beach, Arvanitia, and a 
castle, Acronofphia, that was built in the Bronze Age (Aegeon 
Bronze Age began in 3200 BC). Vouleftikon (Parliament) was 
built as a mosque by the Turks in 1730. Bourtzi is a small 

fortress the the Venetians built as part of  the city’s definses; thick 
chains ran from the castle to the mainland to prevent enemy 
ships from docking. Nafphion is known for its delicious 
oranges... And, everyone knows, Greek food is healthy and 
delicious.
 Bart arrived in Athens on Friday and drove 
approximately two hours to his destination in beautiful Nafplio, 
the former capital of  Greece, on the Peloponnese Peninsula. 
This old city has the old alleyways and the streets and steep 
stairs with very well kept businesses that provide food and 
entertainment. This city is quite temperate and many people 
who live in Athens come here for the weekend. There are also 
German and Scandinavian tourists who have found this secret 
spot which has a sophisticated atmosphere. Nafplion is not, and 
is far from, any  tourist resort. That’s what keeps it authentic 
and a good example of  Greek life. Since the capital was moved 
to Athens, Nafplion is quieter yet it retains its powerful presence 
because the history of  Nafplion is the history of  modern Greece 
and it is a city where every occupying power has left its mark. 

The Palamidi Castle/
Fortress, built around 
1714 by the Venetians, 
essentially dominates 
the city by seeming to 
float atop a steep hill 
over Nafplion.

Picturesque 
streets in 
Nafplion 

“As dog training gets promoted 
formally and starts being an empirical 
form of art, most seminars emphasize 
the picture but fail to analyze what is 
behind the picture. The seminar with 
Bart led us behind every picture and 
the composition of it.”

Dimitris Korolis


