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Newsletter #39: (Bezměrov - Czech Republic October 19 - 20, 2013)
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Bart Bellon NePoPo® Training Seminar
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October 19 - 20, 2013
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The highway from Pilsen, to Prague, to Brno... It was 
dubbed “the highway to hell” by the Czech people due 
to the dilapidated state of  the road. It was a rough 
road, and when you drive on it, your car gets a certain 
rhythm, a harsh rhythm. It’s a rhythm that can fit with 
one of  Bart’s preferred songs by AC/DC called 
“Highway to Hell.” 

What Bart found at the end of  the highway to hell 
was quite the opposite: he found Bezměrovský dvůr in 
Bezměrov, Czech Republic.  He found his friend of  
approximately ten years, Jiří Ščučka (Dog Training 
Center, www.scucka.com). Jiří picked Bart up because 
Bart’s GPS could not find the hotel. Bart and Jiří had 
dinner together at the hotel and then Bart retired to be 
fresh for the morning.

In the morning at the venue, Bart found 130 
participants from the Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Poland, Norway, and Spain. Close to 80% of  the 
seminar participants were under 40 years old. Bart 
finds, again, that dog training is going to a younger and 
younger crowd who do not have the confines of  the 
“old school” and who are ready to take information 
and assimilate it. There are three stages to training and 
competing with a competition dog: how to train the 
dog, then how to go in competition, and how to stay in 
competition. The young people were very open and 
they only had to learn the last two stages as they 
showed quality dogs and a lot of  talent as dog trainers.

Translation was done from English to Polish by Jiří  
Ščučka and from English to Czech by Helena 
Švarcová. After a while, the Polish people said they 

understood the English well enough and there was only 
translation to Czech.

Many thanks to Jiří Ščučka for the perfect 
organization and the hospitality for Bart and for 
Michael. There was nothing left in the details, and, Jiří,  
we did appreciate the prompt and professional post 
seminar communication and information for the 
purposes of  writing this newsletter! We hope to see you 
again next year!

“The young stars jump on 
the NePoPo® train that 
runs from the west to the 
east.”
B a r t  B e l l o n

The Highway to Hell...
from Pilsen to Prague to Brno

Pictured here:

(left)
Michaela 
Plívová, Bart 
Bellon and 
Helena 
Švarcová, and 
Jiří Ščučka

(right)
Bart Bellon, 
Kateřina 
Ščučková, 
and 
Jiří Ščučka
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A Brief General History of the 
Czech Republic

(Apologies ahead of time for any historical inaccuracies.) 

 The Czech Republic is comparable in size to the United Arab Emirates or Panama and borders Germany, 
Austria, Slovakia and Poland.  It is home to approximately 10.4 million people. A Czech state dates back to at least  
the 13th Century. In the 14th Century (circa 1348), Charles IV (Czech King and Holy Roman Emperor) 
established the University in Prague. Czech lands were later (after 1620) part of Austria and then part of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire (after 1867). Following the defeat of the Austro-Hungarian Empire in the First World 
War, the Czechs and Slovaks declared independence in 1918 and thus became Czechoslovakia. In the 1920s and 
the 1930s, Czechoslovakia was in the top ten of the most developed countries in the world. During World War II, 
the country was occupied by Hitler. An estimated 140,000 Soviet soldiers died in the liberation of Czechoslovakia 
from German rule. After the war, the small minority population (about three million) of German were expelled, 
imprisoned, held in detention camps or used for forced labor. Part of the territory was ceded to Russia after the 
war; and due to the results of the 1946 elections, Czechoslovakia had a communist party majority in the 
Parliament. A coalition party was formed from other factions of the National Front and an all new communist 

government was formed: the Czechoslovak 
Socialist Republic, a soviet satellite state. 
For 41 subsequent years, Czechoslovakia 
was a communist Eastern Bloc country. 
Free elections and other political freedoms 
were effectively abolished. Party Chairman 
Klement Gottwald had a dispute with party 
General Secretary Rudolf Slansky over the 
extent to which Czechoslovakia should 
conform with the Soviet model. In 1951, 
Slansky and several others were arrested 
and charged with participating in a  
“Trotskyite-Titoite-Zionist Conspiracy”. 
There was a mock trial in 1952 ( known 
infamously as the Prague Trials) and 
Slansky and 10 others were then executed. 
With reformers such as Alexander Dubcek 
emerging in the late 1960s, the Soviets 
became nervous, and on 21 August 1968, 
the Soviets invoked the Brezhnev Doctrine 
and invaded Czechoslovakia.

Between 1948 and 1989, the number of Czechs and Slovaks imprisoned for “anti-state” activities exceeded 
250,000. During that time, almost twice as many emigrated. In November of 1989, the socialist regime 
relinquished power during the “Velvet Revolution” which was a peaceful revolution initiated by students and 
intellectuals. At the end of 1992, Czechoslovakia peacefully split into the Czech Republic and Slovakia. The 
Czech Republic now operates under a parliamentary democracy where freedom of the press and freedom of speech 
and religion are guaranteed by the Constitution. (More than half of the population is atheist or agnostic.) The 
Czech Republic is quite modern: it is in the top ten in the world on the basis of average internet speed; the Czech 
Republic has the most WIFI subscribers in the European Union; and, 30% of the power needs of the country is 
satisfied by nuclear energy.

Famous Czechs include: former (and first) President Vaclav Havel (a playwright); writers Milan Kundera (i.e. The 
Unbearable Lightness of Being) and Franz Kafka (i.e. The Metamorphosis); Nobel Prize winning chemist Jaroslav 
Heyrovsky; photographer Josef Sudek; film director Milos Forman (i.e. One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest); and 
musicians and composers Antonin Dvorak, Bedrich Smetana, Leos Janacek, and Zdenek Fibich.


