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https://www.facebook.com/michael.p.bellon/media_set?set=a.
10200604879550041.1073741836.1401129725&type=1

More photos can be found at:

Ba! Bellon Seminar
September 7-8, 3013

Fillinges, France
Organized by: Jöel Marquet and Denise Guinnard

Hosted by: Entrente Canine Annemassienne
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This seminar was organized by our good 
friends Joël Marquet and Denise Guinnard 
(owners and operators of  Passion Chien in 
Switzerland, www.passionchien.ch). There were 
about 55 people from France, Switzerland, and 
Belgium at the seminar. There was some 
concern about the weather on Saturday, but it 
turned out to be a beautiful day. On Sunday, it 
rained brutally, but there was a large tent with 
side panels set up, and chairs were moved in and 
things progressed normally. Thank you to the 
organizers and local membership who helped 
everything go smoothly.

The role games in France were difficult and 
the participants had fun in the learning 
environment. There was demonstration that 
negative reinforcement creates more 
concentration whereas positive reinforcement 
creates more motivation. All the participants saw 
that in the NePoPo® games, all the “dogs” 
learned faster. Jax, again, impressed everyone 
with the speed with which he figured out his two 
shaping tasks using a NePoPo® formula for 
shaping. He figured out both tasks quicker than 
all the people. Of  course, this dog is a 
professional in this active NePoPo® shaping 
game.

The puppies that Bart saw in France were 
nice tough and motivated. These were puppies 
with drives and hope. The puppies adapted 
readily to their new NePoPo® conditions. The 
puppies immediately took charge of  the situation 
and found their advantage in doing the jobs. 
These puppies were quite active and “free”, and 
it was easy to adapt them to the system. One of  
the most important things to do with puppies is 
to make them active, innovative, and confident 
learners. 

The majority of  the participants at the 
seminar were competitors in one of  the ring 
sports (French ring, Belgian ring, or Mondio 
Ring) or IPO. Ring sports are where Bart’s roots 
lie so Bart was still at the top of  his game when it 
came to assessing the issues that people had in 
ring sports. At the end, it all comes down to 
NePoPo®. This is where the handler makes the 
dog smart, active, tough, confident, and full of  

drive with precision like a razor.  A lot of  top 
people from French Ring were in Fillinges. They 
realized that today training must be more than 
making the dog “do”: it is now time to make the 
dog “do” in perfect design. 

We were reminded once again that: “A dog 
bites, a cat scratches, and a horse kicks.”

Special thanks to Joël and Denise for the 
organization and to the local club for their 
hospitality. We know that putting on a seminar is  
a lot of  work. Kind regards from Bart and 
Michael to their “guide”, Cyril Carme who was 
always on time picking up Michael and Bart 
from their lodging and for taking the time allow 
Kimo, Jax and Asier to run in the morning in a 
nice quiet open field every day before the 
seminar started.

Noteworthy: Our www.dogsport.be office staff, which 
consists of  our office Director, Wella Van Haesendonck, 
had many appreciative customers at the seminar in 
France. Many people sent Wella their regards and one 
person brought Wella a gift. Wella was very happy to 
hear this because she does make every effort to make 
customer service a top priority! 

Bart and Michael had a nice drive to France 
where they drove quite close to Mt. Blanc, one 
of  the most beautiful areas of  France. In 
France, many of  the toilets at the park places 
are just holes in the ground (no toilet!). (This 
little factoid was added for the readers of  the 
newsletter from the United States.) The food in 
France is delicious (and the wine). The French 
people know how to live. Bart and Michael ate 
at an Algerian restaurant in Bonne on Saturday 
evening where they had an ethnic meal which 
was delicious. On Saturday evening (like Friday 
evening and Sunday), it was pouring rain with 
lightning. Michael and Bart were drinking wine 
and eating couscous and vegetables at the little 
Algerian restaurant while hearing the rain fall 
on the cobblestone of  the sidewalk outside the 
open door of  the restaurant... There was no 
wifi at our lodging in France; therefore, for four 
days there was no communication with the 
outside world. This is not unusual in Europe 
where typically the internet is: protected and 
locked up and secured in a vault like gold (no 
access); or, conversely, completely ignored as if  
it doesn’t exist. Relatively easy access internet 
connection is one thing Michael and Bart miss 
from the United States (where wifi is 
everywhere.)

The Training Revolution Has Come! 
NePoPo® is now in almost every country around the world!
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www.bartbellon.com

Due to copious requests for videos for purchase, Bart finally has a pay per view site. It is in the 
fledgling stage, but videos will be added until we have a full spectrum of  NePoPo® training 

videos available in four languages!
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