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Organized by Alexander Schmidt and 
Heidi Schütz 
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Hosted by: SGV-EINHAUSEN
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Bensheim, Germany
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Alex Schmidt and Heidi Schütz organized a 
fantastic event. There was plenty of  parking; 
there were places to walk dogs; there were 3 
training fields available, one with agility 
equipment and one with Schutzhund 
equipment. There was a club house with three 
toilets for men and three for women, a kitchen, 
and a large covered alcove with picnic tables for 
eating or for hiding under in case of  bad 
weather. Food was catered and delicious. There 
were participants from Germany, Austria, 
Holland, and Dubai, approximately 65 in all.

Bart was very impressed with the quality of  
the puppies brought out during the working 
portion of  the seminar and the overall quality of 
training at this seminar. All the puppies were 
active and social and had the right mix of  drives. 
There were quite a few, “wow” performances, 
most notably from a Hollander named Patrick 
who appeared to be an unknown quantity. All 
were charmed by Patrick’s job with his shepherd 
who was clear and quick and with excellent 
technique without sacrifice to the drive. Bart 
gave tips but acknowledged that the foundation 
was there for some really exceptional work. 
There were quite a few newcomers who showed 
their training to Bart and it was quite logical and 
defied the apparent lack of  experience. It was 
good, solid work. We see again that people new 
to the sport can catch up or even quite quickly 
surpass their experienced counterparts when 
they grasp new theory which allows them to 
bypass the pitfalls of  the past and learn from the 
mistakes and accomplishments of  others.

Many people came away with the feeling of  
learning a lot, but too much information! One 
woman in attendence said that she ordinarily 
does what works and what she sees as working 
but there is no system or program in place, just 
haphazard trial and error. She said that she 
never before heard of  a dog training system that 
works from A-Z. She couldn’t wait to try it on 
her dog. Another person from the seminar said 
that he is amazed how Bart’s system can take an 
average dog and turn it into a tiger. (Most people 
who get a tiger either get eaten or they turn it 

into a mouse!) Many people can comprehend 
the use of  negative reinforcement but become 
blocked when considering utilizing it because it 
is not old school and it is not the modern positive 
only school: it is middle of  the road and new. 
The other thing that people really took away is 
how active and inventive Bart and Michael’s 
dogs are. People see that having an active dog 
makes them a willing and “active” participant in 
the training. The dog learns to explore as a way 
of  life and to try new things and be confident. 
This is a whole new world.

The world of  puppies is to learn how to 
learn. Puppies need to learn to act on their 
environment to better their situation. They need 
to learn about hope and toughness and the 
handler needs to “be the drug dealer”. This time 
spent without doing “monkey drills” is 
invaluable and the training is so clear and is 
accelerated later.

Michael and Bart have no plans to return to 
the United States (as they had initially 
forecasted) so 2014 will be opened up for 
European scheduling. Individuals and/or groups 
from the Middle East, South America, North 
America, or Asia may contact Bart’s office 
(info@dogsport.be) regarding availability. 

Another batch of fine new trainers... and, 
understanding what we need: active dogs.
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Hosted by: SGV-EINHAUSEN
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®

www.bartbellon.com

Due to copious requests for videos for purchase, Bart finally has a pay per view site. It is in the 
fledgling stage, but videos will be added until we have a full spectrum of  NePoPo® training 

videos available in four languages!
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