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Bart’s Summer 2012
Since leaving America in May, Bart has 

been busy. He has been training at his club, 
Vinkenvelden Hoboken, holding private 
seminars, and traveling every weekend. Since 
the 22nd of  May, Bart has given seminars in 
Denmark (a big week), Switzerland, Finland, 
and several in different parts of  Germany.

Michael did arrive in Amsterdam with 
Kimo and Thor on June 12th. Flying KLM 
went very smoothly much due to the help 
from Ethan Hall, a friend from Maryland, 
who did drive Michael and the dogs to the 
airport in Michael’s truck and who waited in 
countless lines to make sure Michael and the 
dogs made it on the plane safely and on time. 
The days of  traveling with United are over 
due to United’s new unfriendly policies 
concerning travel with dogs.

After arrival, Michael had one day in 
Belgium, and then Bart and Michael drove 
to a seminar in Switzerland and since then it 
has been non-stop action....

                                                        

Bart Back Home in Belgium

Bart’s club, Vinkenvelden Hoboken, 
trains when Bart is traveling, but for Bart it is 
always nice to be back at his home club 

training with old friends. Bart really enjoys 
ring sports and the intricacies of  teaching the 
dogs all the different innovative scenarios. 
Ringsport is Bart’s first competitive dogsport 
passion. This is the same club where Bart 

trained Zodt and hosted Dances with 
Malinois for almost ten years.

Bart Bellon Seminar
June 30-July 1, 2012
Essen, Germany
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Esmonts, Switzerland... and then 
Finland
      
The seminar hosted by Joel Marquet in Switzerland was a well 
run seminar. Joel and his wife have a nice kennel and working 
dog field attached to a barn. Breakfast and lunch were served 
in the barn. 
       There were attendees from Italy, Spain, France and 
Switzerland. Although there are lots of  farmers and fields of  
green, it takes a committed person to have a working dog in 
Switzerland because land where dogs can run, pee, and pooh is 
extremely limited. Bart met some very interesting people in 
Switzerland and enjoyed the seminar very much. 

Bart gave the seminar in the French language. It had been 
more than ten years since Bart gave a seminar in French!

The next seminar was in Finland, on the 23-24th of  June. 
Bart took a flight out of  Brussels Friday and returned home 
late Sunday night...

The seminar in Finland was during Midsummer where it 
is daylight for about 19 hours a day. This was a fantastic 
organization with fantastic people. Finland is one of  leading 
countries in Malinois and Schutzhund, and it was at this 
seminar where Bart spent time with Mia Skogster whom he 
enjoyed very much, both personally and in training.

Thor gave a little demo in Switzerland and was quite 
exhausted afterward. It was the first sign that he gave that he 
was ill... After Thor was back in Belgium, he began limping on 
a back leg. Two days later he was limping quite severely on a 
front leg... Mysteriously it all went away and then kept 
reappearing more or less acutely in different legs... His next 
public episode would be in two weeks during the seminar in 
Essen. It was small but something that had never happened 
before...

Seminar Travels
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Bart Bellon 
Seminar
Esmonts, 
Switzerland
June 16-17, 
2012
Hosted by:
Joel Marquet

Keeping It All In 
Perspective...

Bart and his friend, Emiel Dilen, 
often train together. They met at a farm 
and tracked their dogs, and then drove to 
Emiel’s training field, a field that backs to 
a farm and a dirt road used mostly by 
bicycles. Emiel worked his dog in 
obedience and put him away, and 
Michael got Kimo out of  the car. 

Usually in the middle of  the week, 
the training field is quite empty. On this 
day, there was a woman biking on the 
dirt road behind the field. Suddenly she 
began yelling and calling out to Emiel 
and Bart. 

They walked closer to her and then 
they started running, both men in a full 
sprint. Apparently, the woman had been 
biking with her husband who was 

wheelchair bound. He was in a new 
electric wheelchair on the road while she 
was biking. He had gotten moving too 
fast and lost control and his wheelchair 
went into a ditch. He flew out of  the 
chair. When Bart and Emiel went to help 
the gentleman, they accidentally pulled 
off  his prosthetics! The gentleman in the 
wheelchair had been trying to control the 
new chair with a prosthetic arm. This is 
no easy feat! He had been in an accident 
25 years ago where he lost both arms and 
both legs.

Bart and Emiel used Bart’s van to 
pull the wheelchair out of  the ditch and 
Emiel and Bart said goodbye to the 
proud and stoic gentleman and his wife. 

What a day upon which to reflect! 
Should we whine if  our dog does not 

do a quick sit? Here we received a lesson  
on staying humble and realistic.

Bart Bellon
With Jogi Zank
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Essen, Germany

This seminar, hosted by Jörg 
Mastenbrock and Silke Bröscher was 
another well run seminar with over 
50 people. The facilities were perfect, 
and weather was sunny and cool 
despite heavy rains on Friday night. 
There were some impressive dogs at 
this seminar. Bart did notice that 
technique was very good but that 
there was a tendency where the dogs 
were too polite and proper. There 
was not enough spontaneity and 
passion in the work. Even in shaping 
behaviors, dogs were relying too 
much on consistent feedback from 
the handlers instead of  being 
independent and figuring out the 
trick of  the moment on their own. 
Bart stressed at this seminar that 
while technique must be perfect, the 
dogs must show drive and passion, 
heart and soul! 

Bart did take Thor out for a 
little demonstration and for the first 
time, Bart had to give multiple 
commands for a position exercise. 
Thor was limping terribly the next day. 
This was right before Thor was 

Some Common Facts 
About Lyme Disease

•The disease in dogs is most 
commonly characterized by 
the sudden onset of  lameness, 
most often in the front legs, but 
often shifts from leg to leg.

•Sometimes dogs will have a 
stiff  gait or walk with an 
arched back due to pain.

•In America, lyme disease is 
most prevalent in the wooded 
Northeast.

•Dogs that do develop clinical 
Lyme disease usually show 
signs between 1 and 5 months 
after being bitten by an 
infected tick.

•The majority of  dogs that are 
infected with Lyme disease 
show no symptoms at all.

BEAGLE NEWS....

Bart’s beagle, Gustje, back in 
Bart’s hands for five days, did do 
a scent search in the barn after 
the seminar in Switzerland where 
he found the scent under the 
floorboards. It was a nice find!

diagnosed with Lyme Disease and started on his antibiotic treatment.

Bart Bellon’s Exclusive Chameleon 
Sleek, Adaptive, Invisible, Effective... For sale in limited distribution. 

We tested. No one did see it. 

This collar can be adapted to the laws of  every country. Compatible with all Martin Systems 
transmitters functioning on 869MHz. Optional USB stick available to customize your collar.

For more information, contact www.dogsport.be
NOTE:

The receiver or receivers 
can be affixed with four 

screws to variety of  
collars: leather, buckle, 
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http://www.dogsport.be
http://www.dogsport.be
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Seminar in Wittensee, Germany

      This seminar was hosted by Ralf  Waschulewski and held in an 
RSV Club with top organization. The facilities and planning were 
exceptional, with the hotel some minutes from the field. The 
atmosphere was exciting. It was, as Bart said, “a good vibe.” There 
were some very impressive dogs and handlers there and the 
volunteers for the seminar were helpful and efficient. 
Approximately 70 people were in attendence.
       Here also, like in Essen, some dogs showed too much 
technique; they were too sweet and did not show enough active 
passion and innovation. Quite by accident, trainers create a 
submissive dog in a purely positive dictatorship! These dogs do 
miss the enjoyment of  being scratched and teased which is a ritual 
game for all dogs.

Luckily, the seminar was run so well that all the working dogs 
were worked without having to rush or bore the spectators with 
the same issues. Bart’s preference is that participants all pay the 
same and bring their dogs if  they would like them worked. Then 
Bart can bring out puppies, and then older dogs, and then 
problem dogs, and work as is necessary without being handcuffed 
to working the dog of  every person who brings a dog. Working 
different dogs with the same basic issue or being required to rush 
through each handler and dog team in order to work all the dogs 
on the list is not the optimal learning experience for seminar 
participants.

Hay bales were brought in on Sunday for working dogs in 
protection, teaching the dogs to fly over an obstacle while focusing 
on the sleeve which is moved slowly just before the bite alternately 
right and left behind the bales. It was so exciting that people took 
their dogs during the last break and took turns going through the 
hay bales. There were about 10 dogs on the field at a time. This 
was a fun training. It reminded Bart of  scenes in Apocalypse Now 
with Martin Sheen and Marlon Brando! Bart ended the seminar 
with role games and electronic collar training on people. Fifteen 
minutes after the seminar ended, there was pouring rain! Bart had 
escaped the bad weather again!

Thor was worked again at the seminar in Wittensee and this 
time was showing the results of  his antibiotic treatment. He was a 
bull: full of  innovation and was allowed by Bart to show a little 
hooliganism. He was clearly feeling much better!
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Scheduled Seminars in America with Bart Bellon
At the Facilities of  Elite K9
 in Paducah, KY
2 Day Seminar: December 8-9, 2012
5 Day Workshop: December 10-14, 2012
contact: michael@bartbellon.com 

At the Facilities of  Nashville K9 
in Nashville, TN
2 Day Seminar: February 9-10, 2013
5 Day Workshop: February 11-15,2013
contact: michael@bartbellon.com 

At the Facilities of  Burgos Kennels  
in Fredericksburg, VA
2 Day Seminar: April 6-7, 2013
5 Day Workshop: April 8-12, 2013
contact: michael@bartbellon.com 
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