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The organization for the August 3-4, 2013 was superb. Bart and 
Michael arrived in Bötzow on Friday afternoon, having left Hassleben 
on Friday morning. There was plenty of  parking at the Hundeplatz, 
and there was plenty of  space to run dogs. There was a sound system 
for Bart to use at the seminar, a well run kitchen, a bar for the evening, 
and plenty of  shade under the tents to hide from the sun during the 
day. Our dogs had privacy in their own separate shaded parking area 
(which was so appreciated!!!) The hotel was close (six kilometers away). 
There were approximately 100 people to arrive by Saturday, some 
people coming from as far away as Mexico. Preparations were well 
done. There were multiple individuals from the RSV2000 
organization in attendance. All the RSV2000 members helped to 
make this a fantastic seminar. Thank you for the nice organization and 
hospitality at the Competence Center Berlin-Brandenburg.

Fifteen years ago, Bart saw all drive and no technique. Bart noted 
that now there is sometimes too much focus on technique and control 
and it is the freedom and drive and heart and soul that is missing: the 
dog is dead like a bone. If  technique is killing drive, something is 
wrong with the technique. (This is certainly not to be interpreted as 
saying the simplistic old fashioned phrase of  “compulsion builds drive”  
but it is to say that too much control too early squelches drive.) In 
NePoPo®, hope and toughness must be present before the squeezing 
can begin; and it is only then that the dog can be squeezed but not 
harder than his hope and toughness can handle!

The role games are important. Before you train the dog, the 
handler must be the dog, and (as those who have tried that can 
understand) it is not so easy! The dog who is an active thinker makes 
the learning progress more quickly. On the other hand, the handler 
must be good at coaching. The timing must be correct. The handler 
must learn to read the dog. In NePoPo® training, coaching means 
learning to coach in positive reinforcement, negative reinforcement 
and NePoPo®. 

Bart will be in France, Italy, and Spain in consecutive weeks in 
September.

Bart Bellon’s RSV2000 Seminar at Competence 
Center Berlin-Brandenburg
The Pendulum Swings 

BA
RT

 B
EL

LO
N 

NE
W

SL
ET

TE
R 

 A
ug

us
t 

4,
 2

01
3 

     

k


