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Bart Bellon Seminar and 
Workshop
May 25-26 and 
May 27-31, 2013
Organized and Hosted 
by: Dayton and Barbara 
Baker 
International 
Conservation Center
Fairhope, PA
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Participant Reactions
About the Seminar

There are many great trainers out 
there but few can teach others to 
train their system and train others to 
their level.  Bart is known for his 
impressive skill in training dogs: I tell 
you, this man is equally talented in 
training the trainer.  Bart could teach 
Mario Andretti to drive a car and have 
Andretti wonder how he even had a 
driver’s license before the lesson.  
Michael and Bart together are 
unmatched in their abilities to clearly 
communicate and teach as one, they 
are so in tune with each other they 
can start and finish one another s 
thoughts with flawless transition.  
Bart and Michael exude passion for 
training both ends of the leash.

A seminar should be a learning 
experience free of sales pitches and 
hidden agendas.   Too often a 
seminar is full of propaganda and 
guise.  There was none of that with 
Bart and Michael.  I am elated with 
the work that Bart and Michael are 
doing.  Bart teaches methods that are 
based on success and science in dog 
training.  Novice to World Champ; 
Conformation to NVBK you will learn 
to be greater and clearer in your 
training.

Many seminars are about the latest or 
new methods…the new technology, 
the new seminar, the new method.  
Teachers of seminars will stand there 
and attempt to dazzle and convince 
the audience with “the new” whatever.  
Bart and Michael have the uncanny 
ability to astound and amaze with a 
system that many trainers “think” 
they know already.  They teach from 
heart with a passion that comes 
through clear and concise without 
being condescending.  The result is a 
greater understanding of behavior at 
all levels of training and in life.  Bart 
reminds his students often that the 
training must be fluid and flexible; 
you must be the architect of your 

system; you must train from your 
heart and your gut instinct. 

Bart and Michael, Dayton and the 
entire ICC crew:

I would like to extend my deepest 
gratitude.  Everything was top notch.  
The facility was fitting of such top 
personnel.  Pride in the job was 
evident in the beautifully and 
meticulously manicured grounds of 
the facility.  I cannot wait until next 
year to return to ICC. Mr. Dayton 
Baker, many thanks to you and your 
crew for making us all welcome and 
comfortable in every way imaginable. 
The work you are doing and the 
wonderland you have created is 
breathtaking.  I wish you all the best 
and that you may continue to grow, 
adding to your successes.

  Bart and Michael you are innovative, 
logical, and passionate in your 
training and teaching.  The two you 
are phenomenal. I cannot point out 
one moment as the best, simply 
because the entire event was 
incredible.  Your ability to pack so 
much knowledge into such a small 
amount of time yet in such a way that 
it remained fun and comprehendible 
was amazing.  I have seen the same 
information taught over weeks and 
still less clear and informative.  I am 
so excited to work with you again.  It 
is so nice to have people of your skill 
and knowledge that can actualize and 
convey your techniques and message 
to your students.  You are both so 
grounded and approachable that you 
put everyone around you at ease, 
which is a rarity in this field.  I have 
attended numerous seminars and 
there is usually something to learn 
and take away.  However after this 
event I have pages, upon pages of 
information.  I thank you for 
everything; you have fueled my 
passion to train and given me much 
ponder and re-evaluate in my 
methods and techniques. The things I 
have taken away from this experience 
are invaluable and will stay with me 

my entire life.  Truly, from the bottom 
of my heart and soul, THANK YOU.

I wish you safe travels and all the 
best!

Respectfully,

Yours in Sport 

Jesse R. Allen

I hope your week is going as well as 
the weekend did ! It is hard to put in 
to written words the feelings I had 
when exiting the gate Sunday 
evening..... I'm thinking it was 
euphoric bliss with separation 
anxiety !!! I so wish we had stayed for 
the week [workshop].......

This seminar was more than I ever 
imagined ! This seminar was “Off-
The-Hook” ! World class facility, top 
notch people ( the Bellons + ICC 
Crew), the weather was great and the 
vittles were tasty ! We laughed and 
learned our way to better training .

Thank you, 

A Future WorkShop Student 
Aaron Timberlake

Michael,

I wanted to thank you and Bart for a 
great learning experience this past 
weekend at the ICC. I wish I had 
attended one of your seminars when I 
first started doing Schutzhund. Bart is 
a great instructor and communicates 
with his students really well. I hope to 
see you back next year at the ICC and 
hopefully I will be able to attend both 
the seminar and 5 day workshop. I 
know I will get a lot out of it.

Take care and thanks again.

Mike Castner
Wintersville, Ohio
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Scheduled Seminars in 
America with Bart 

Bellon
Hosted by

Tulsa Schutzhund 
in Tulsa, OK

June 15-16,2013
Contact:

Shanna Burgin
burgin.esquire@gmail.com 

Stephen Burgin
skburgin@gmail.com 

www.TulsaSchutzhund.org

From all the participants and from Bart and 
Michael Bellon: We are all truly blown away. The 
International Conservation Center is a world 
class facility for animals and your organization 
and hospitality is unparalleled.

Thank you, Barbara and Dayton Baker, for 
making this such an enjoyable learning event for 
all involved. Thank you, also, to Pat Vitullo and 
Brad Deeter for their kind welcome and hard 
work to make this a successful event.

The Bart Bellon Seminar and workshop at the International 
Conservation Center (ICC) was attended by people from Wisconsin, 
Colorado, Ohio, Maryland, Arizona, Florida, Pennsylvania, 
Missouri, Canada and New York. The participants were largely IPO 
competitors, dog trainers, police, and hobbyists. The facilities at the 
ICC were world class: for example, indoor facilities for working dogs, 
large fenced in field with a tent and all equipment, catered barbecue 
every lunch and dinner in an on site restaurant, housing for 
workshop participants, 724 acres in total with an abundance of  
tracking fields. Bart has never in his life taught in a facility like the 
ICC. It was a pleasure and a privilege. The hosts (Barbara and 
Dayton Baker) ran a professional and friendly atmosphere. The staff  
of  ICC, Pat Vitullo and Brad Deeter, made everyone feel at home 
and took care of  finalizing all the details.

Again, we find that there are a lot of  people who train dogs who 
are unfamiliar with negative reinforcement. Avoidance training is a 
bad name and it sounds that the dog must suffer! Negative 
reinforcement can be leading on a leash, using a hand to direct a 
dog’s head, or training an exercise for a dog’s dinner (taking away 
the hunger pang).

Toughening up the dogs  is another concept that seems difficult 
to understand. Here we teach a dog without emotions to understand 
the intention of  a tactile command or even a strong verbal direction 
(strong language). “To understand the intention” is: to do the 
behavior. Stop the bullshit; do the behavior! The dog will even be 
happy to receive the tactile command (as negative reinforcement or 
correction) because it is clear what the dog must do. Dogs 
understand black and white quite well.

The exercise that is a relationship building and is pivotal in the 
obedience exercises and the bitework is the forced fetch.  The 
NePoPo™ forced fetch is a must do exercise but it is not the old 
fashioned torture chamber forced fetch of  the old days (which did 
work very well for some dogs when done properly.)  The NePoPo™ 
forced fetch is humane and clear and is an exercise where the 
handler has the ability to demand that the dog “must do”. The 
difference is that is clear and fair and has no bad side effects as well 

as being politically palatable. The practicality of  the NePoPo™ 
forced fetch was demonstrated during the workshop when three 
puppies on the training table were unsure of  what to do when 
presented with a bite wedge. Because those puppies understood 
perfectly the NePoPo™ forced fetch in an obedience context, it took 
only a matter of  seconds with a tactile command  (negative 
reinforcement) until the puppy was clear and on the wedge. The 
communication was without stress: ears up and tail up, GUNG HO! 
This tactic can later be used in bite work if  the grip is ever nervous 
in the protection work.

The workshop participants learned a new system of  tracking 
that can be utilized in conjunction with the direct reward system that 
most people are familiar with.  Bart’s direct reward tracking system, 
borrowed from his good friend,  Frank Rottleb, is a direct reward 
system that has an added element of  negative reinforcement. Bart 
has created another system after encountering many IPO 
competitors around the world who either have no tracking fields or 
critters on the fields (like fire ants!) In this system, the dog learns 
indirect reward and conflict management. This starts off  in one 
footstep. These systems are not contradictory but are, rather, 
complementary. They work well together to utilize all the strengths of 
both systems. This is a fascinating and effective way to practice 
tracking technique when there are time or environmental constraints  
or if  a dog/handler team has a “bug” in the currently used tracking 
system.

Craig Wandtke of  Canada made an interesting observation. He 
said, “Monkey see, monkey do.” This is in reference to how people 
sometimes copy a system or a program without really understanding 
it. In the end, they do it without knowing why they do or what they 
do which is usually not beneficial to the system, to the dog, or to the 
end result.

The last seminar in the States is in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
Immediately following that, Bart and Michael will fly to Belgium 
with the dogs. Our friend, Ethan Hall (of  Capitol K9) will help us 
with that and hold down the fort while we are gone.

BART BELLON 
AT ICC
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