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Bart Bellon 
Seminar
March 16-17, 
2013
Hosted by:
Ocean K9,
Jakarta, 
Indonesia
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THE BART BELLON™ 
  NEPOPO™ 

  NEWSLETTER
“SUGARBREAD AND WHIP”™ (“ZUCKERBROT UND PEITSCHE”) 

SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS

Newsletter #17, 2013

Special thanks to Effendi Ignatius and Liman Franciscus. Effendi provided information and pictures of  
the seminar and Liman was the organizer.
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The seminar in Jakarta was attended by 48 participants from 
several countries and provinces: Thailand, Malaysia, Singaport, 
and India; and, Lombok, Borneo or Kalimatan, Palembang 
(South Sumatra), Makasar (South Sulawesi), Bandung (West 
Java), Surabaya (East Java), and from Jakarta itself. The 
seminar venue was the facilities of  Ocean K9 which is located 
near the Jakarta airport and is also close to the lodging of  the 
seminar participants. “Everybody was so happy with Bart’s 
seminar and it’s like magic how Bart applied his ‘NePoPo’ work 
with dogs,” said Effendi Ignatius, the head dog trainer at 
Oceans K9. The location was elegantly presented, with a large 
tent and covered chairs. The wet season in Jakarta runs 
typically from November through June, and it was not 
surprising that the seminar was hit with a big storm of  wind 
and rain on Saturday in the afternoon. Fortunately, the 
organizers had a “plan B” and Bart continued with the seminar  
inside the camp. 
	 Bart noted that the quality of  dog training he saw at 
the seminar at Oceans K9 was modern. This is due in large 
part to trainers like Michael Kaiser, Frank Rottleb, and Jogi 
Zank who have put their imprint on technique and foundation 
on Asian soil within the last few years; and the work of  Liman 
Franciscus (brother of  Effendi Ignatius) who has attended the 
Prostaff  five day seminar in Hassleben at least five times. Bart 
saw that the handlers were already in a progressive training 
system that could be built on and that nothing needed to be 
erased or abandoned. This made his job enjoyable and easier. 
There was not a lot of  old counter productive baggage in the 
heads of  the participants and all were eager to move on and 
build on an already effective and fair system.

Bart has found that even untrained dogs can be moved to 
an active system rather quickly by teaching them activity with a 
very low level negative reinforcement. It is like the game of  
children which is called “hot and cold”. The answer to the 
child is “hot” when he gets closer to the desired behavior 
(equivalent to the clicker) and “cold” when he goes astray from 
the desired behavior (the negative reinforcer). The dog learns 
very quickly from non stressful feedback (which he will do even 
when he does not have desire due to the negative reinforcer). It 
is like the child who learns classical piano: at first the parents 
insist that the child practice, then the child is given an ice 
cream for playing well. In the end, it is the beauty of  playing 
which has been paired with reinforcements over time such that 
the playing is the reward itself. The power of  the reinforcer is 
its ability (with the right training) to make the behavior itself  
the reward.

Bart is happy to see that, in the United States and around 
the world, trainers are expanding their training systems and 
adding words to their vocabulary in the context of  dog training. 
This is both for the benefit of  the dogs (in their training and 
lives) and for the ease of  the trainer. For example, the old days 
of  using the e-collar for punishment only are nearly over. 

Trainers see that they must stay current and modern and use 
the efficient and fair techniques of  the future or their days in 
the business will be numbered as the masses are now starting a 
revolution in dog training and not just in America, but all 
around the world.

Interestingly and fortunately, now some professionals begin 
tell the whole story....

Special thanks to Effendi Ignatius, Liman 
Franciscus and Kabir Singh for help with this 

Newsletter.

   

“Bart Bellon Training Seminar, Jakarta Indonesia (16 
& 17 March 2013)

For a dog to learn, there must not only be a consequence 
for doing, but also a consequence for not doing. That is 
the secret to a good dog- training system! " 
… Bart Bellon

Tucked away from the hustle and bustle of  busy Jakarta, 
some 40 dog training enthusiasts gathered over two days 
to witness one of  the most powerful and enlightening dog 
training seminars to be held in this part of  the world. 
The IPO training seminar by Bart Bellon, a true master 
of  the art, left the participants not only wowed, but 
craving for more. NePoPo was the word of  the day!

Bart's ability to communicate his ideas in a simple, 
concise and catchy manner meant that every one of  the 
participants (some coming from as far as Singapore, 
Malaysia and even India) went home with new ideas 
and something they could use - whether now, or later. As 
Bart put it, "What I say to you now may be for some, 
too little, too much or for others just enough. My job is to 
give something to everyone, at whatever level…" And that 
he surely did! 
Thank you Bart, for sharing your ideas and techniques, 
and for putting them all together for us in manner so easy  
to comprehend. 

A special word of  thanks must also go to Effendi, Liman  
and all our other gracious Indonesian hosts for the superb 
organisation and hospitality. We learnt a lot, made new 
friends, and most importantly had fun! Until we meet 
again…

Kabir Singh
President & Director of  Training
German Shepherd Dog Club of  Singapore”

Bart Bellon Seminar, March 16-17, 2013
Hosted by Ocean K9, Jakarta, Indonesia
(More pictures can be viewed on the Facebook page of Michael Peterson).
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The last two days [of the Bart Bellon™ Seminar in 
China] were fantastic. We had a Rottweiler that 
had no food drive. Bart put food in a 30cm by 
30cm box. The Rottie refused to go in the box for 
food even though [he] did not have food for a few 
days. It was an important lesson in Bart's method 
of training. The food is available but the dog makes 
the choice of eating or not eating.

The central tenet of Bart's training philosophy is 
"Active Dog, Reactive Trainer". In human 
psychology, there is an idea call the "locus of 
control"*. People who have an internal locus of 
control, think that their actions and behavior 
controls their fate. People who have an external 
locus of control think that the environment control 
their fate. People who have an internal locus of 
control are happier than people who do not have 
an internal locus of control. The comparison 
between dogs and people are not always one to 
one. However, it's not a long shot to say that active 
dogs look flashier and happier than dogs who are 
reactive. 

In the evening, we had a barbecue for everyone. 
There was also a raffle for some very good prizes. 
The top prize was a Dogtra e-collar. It's the first 
time I've been to a seminar the attendees go away 
with so much information and so much fun. 

[On the last day] we had a summary of the 
seminar, followed by some closing words from the 
officials and organizers. Michael [Lee] and Waipin 
did a very good job in organizing the whole event. 
Special mention to Michael Lee for doing a very 
precise translation during the whole seminar. Also, 
much respect for Michael Lee and Waipin because 
they made everybody feel special regardless of who 
they are. For example, they had a birthday 
surprise for one of the attendees and they drove 
specially to visit another of Michael's students 
because he could not make it to the seminar. 

It was a monumental seminar, the largest ever 
organized in China. It has also generated a very 
strong and positive response over the internet. 
Thank you Bart, Michael and Waipin for the 
experience. 

Regards,
Vivien 

More on Zhengjiang, China
Bart Bellon Seminar: March 9-13, 2013
By Vivien Chin                                                 

“It was a monumental seminar, 
the largest ever organized in 
China.”

Vivien Chin

BA
RT

 B
EL

LO
N 

NE
W

SL
ET

TE
R 

M
ar

ch
 2

0,
 2

01
3

[See Newsletter #16 for more information about the Chinese seminar.]

*“Locus of  control” is a 
term used in psychology 
to describe the extent to 
which a person feels that 
he/she is in control of  
events in their lives.
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Scheduled Seminars in America with Bart Bellon

At the Facilities of  
Burgos Kennels 
in Fredericksburg, VA
2 Day Seminar: 
April 6-7, 2013
5 Day Workshop: 
April 8-12, 2013
April 15-19, 2013
contact: 
michael@bartbellon.com  

At the facilities of  
No Leash Needed
in St. Louis, MO
2 Day Seminar:
May 11-12, 2013
contact:
michael@bartbellon.com

At the facilities of
International 
Conservation 
Center (ICC)
in Fairhope, PA
2 Day Seminar
May 25-26, 2013
5 Day Workshop
May 27-31, 2013
contact:
michael@bartbellon.com
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