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THE BART BELLON™ 
  NEPOPO™ 

  NEWSLETTER
“SUGARBREAD AND WHIP”™ (“ZUCKERBROT UND PEITSCHE”) 

SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS

Newsletter #15, 2013

Bart Bellon 
Seminar
February 8-9, 
2013
Hosted by:
Sonja and Jeff 
Zimmerle
Goodlettsville, 
TN

The Bart Bellon seminar and workshop in Tennessee was attended by people who live in Quebec, British Columbia, 
Florida, Michigan, and states in between, and although the weather at the seminar and workshop was mixed (sun, rain,  
wind, snow) fortunately, the Zimmerle’s had everything prepared for any occasion. There was a sturdy tent in the field 
area and a large heated garage with lights, electricity, tables and chairs, and a refrigerator. The garage was always 
stocked with freshly brewed coffee, water, and food; and lunch was catered everyday. Sonja Zimmerle even prepared 
hot soup two days for participants. At the workshop, there was more than enough tracking grounds (more than we even 
needed to utilize) and there was adequate parking at the tracking grounds and the facility. There was a heated 
bathroom with a working sink and a toilet with plenty of  soap and paper towels. There were large areas to exercise and 
relieve the dogs belonging to the participants. There was a large field with six blinds. The set up could not have been 
more perfect.

“It’s your dog and your program... Be the architect of 
your own training system.”
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3 It is Bart’s job to tell what he knows and what he believes and to give tools to participants that they can try to use with their dog 
training. In the end, whatever works well is a good system. In Tennessee, Bart covered the gambit of  his NePoPo™ system. He 
started from shaping, rewarding spontaneous behavior, building toughness and toy and food drive. He moved to learning theory 
and the benefits of  positive and negative reinforcements and the ways in which NePoPo™ takes the best of  both systems. 
Notable in this seminar was the idea that: the dog must be ripe for training; we must create an active dog; and, we tackled the 
forced fetch again (with great results).

Mario Ancic, from Quebec, Canada, wrote us a note that quite elegantly summarized the seminar. With his permission, we are 
including his letter here. We look forward to training with the attendees in Virginia, St. Louis, and Pennsylvania. It looks like a 
seminar in Tulsa, OK, is also in the pipelines and one in Canada and one in British Columbia. 

Too much concentration can make a dog look flat. On the other hand, in the words of  Jeff  Zimmerle, “Don’t have too much hope! 
It makes you too wild and crazy! Out of  control!”

 Hope. Concentration. Heart and Soul. Sugarbread and Whip™. NePoPo™. Bart Bellon™.

Hi Michael and Bart,

First of all, I would like to thank you for the beautiful seminar and for allowing me to stay an extra couple of days while I was waiting for my 
rescheduled flight. I really appreciate the hospitality and everything you did. The seminar was great! I have been to many seminars, dog training 
schools and workshops throughout the past 20 years and it is not often that you have the chance to meet people like yourselves, who actually 
understand and know how to properly use and apply the whole pallet of operant conditioning.

I've seen more "free shaping" approaches at this seminar than at many "clicker training only" seminars. The quality of material was outstanding, 
Bart is a great speaker that is capable of keeping a high dynamic seminar while covering a variety of subjects that flow well together. I really liked 
the way he started with puppies and then moved to the older dogs. Many seminars are mostly focused on specific issues and specific topics, not 
taking enough time and effort to cover the most important part...the basics!

I really appreciated and liked the fact that Bart went over the box exercise a few times, as that is one of the starting points. He really emphasized 
the importance of that step, as well as restraining the dog, in order to build frustration and to start the toughening process. I think that people 
were really able to get an idea and plan about what to do with their dogs after the seminar is done, and that is very important.

The techniques used were great, and it was very impressive to see that even the discomforting techniques were used in such a way that the dogs 
don't really suffer or get any amount of unnecessary pain and discomfort. I have seen many times when that is not the case, especially in older 
military trainings, and I greatly appreciate that Bart has mastered a way that is both productive and acceptable by the animals and I really hope that 
people will follow his approaches and ideas.

In most cases people go to seminars with the idea of finding "the best technique" that will solve all of their issues, and I really liked when Bart 
pointed out that it is up to them to find the ways and the answers to questions that they have. In the end, we are all as different as our dogs are. 
Having one answer to everything, and one approach to all is impossible, and we all need to find our own niche with our dogs.

With all the seminars that I have attended in my life there are maybe a few dog trainers that were as open to new systems and solutions as Bart 
was. I think that one of the best qualities of a dog trainer is the ability to adopt and to know how to use a variety of different techniques in order to 
reach the goal, as such, you are both truly great trainers.

I hope to stay in touch and to see you soon!

Thank you again for everything!

Mario 

“This week Bart talked about how 
important it is for the dog to have hope. 

After training with Bart, I have hope.”

Alyson Dunlop
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At the Facilities of  
Burgos Kennels 
in Fredericksburg, VA
2 Day Seminar: 
April 6-7, 2013
5 Day Workshop: 
April 8-12, 2013
April 15-19, 2013
contact: 
michael@bartbellon.com  

At the facilities of  
No Leash Needed
in St. Louis, MO
2 Day Seminar:
May 11-12, 2013
contact:
michael@bartbellon.com

At the facilities of
International 
Conservation 
Center (ICC)
in Fairhope, PA
2 Day Seminar
May 25-26, 2013
5 Day Workshop
May 27-31, 2013
contact:
michael@bartbellon.com

Bart    Bellon  
in  Berlin

6.    -    7.    Juli  2013

@

TNT

Preis:      160,00  EUR

Anmeldung  und  Vorkasse:

Fred  Unger
Mobil:    0151  -  53  10  96  56

Mail:    fred@      schutzhund-berlin.de
Informationen:

wwwww.schutzhund-berlin.de

   by   SPORTHUNDFOTO

Back to Europe...

Special thanks to Sonja and Jeff  
Zimmerle who hosted the seminar in 
Tennessee. 

The Zimmerles stepped up and 
provided one of  the best facilities in 
which we have ever worked. Not only 
were the Zimmerles hosting on a perfect 
facility, but they were hospitable to all 
the seminar and workshop participants 
and both went above and beyond the 
call of  duty.

All we can say is : wow. You impressed 
us, and we had a wonderful week with 
you.

Bart and Michael are honored to have 
Sonja and Jeff  as friends.
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